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Rule 86 EPC 1973

(2) After receiving the European search report
and before receipt of the first communication
from the Examining Division, the applicant may,
of his own volition, amend the description,
claims and drawings.

Rule 137 EPC 2000

(2) After receipt of the European search report,
[...] the applicant may, of his own volition,
amend the description, claims and drawings.



Rule 137 EPC 2000

(2) After receipt of the European search report,
[...] the applicant may, of his own volition,
amend the description, claims and drawings.

Rule 137 EPC 2010

(2) Together with any comments, corrections or
amendments made in response to
communications by the European Patent Office
under Rule 70a, paragraph 1 or 2, or Rule 161,
paragraph 1, the applicant may amend the
description, claims and drawings of his own
volition.
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Rule 86 EPC 1973, Rule 137 EPC 2000

(3) ... No further amendment may be made
without the consent of the Examining Division.

Rule 137 EPC 2010

(3) No further amendment may be made without
the consent of the Examining Division.
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Rule 86 EPC 1973, Rule 137 EPC 2000

(4) Amended claims may not relate to unsearched
subject-matter which does not combine with the
originally claimed invention or group of inventions to form
a single general inventive concept.

Rule 137 EPC 2010

(5) Amended claims may not relate to unsearched
subject-matter which does not combine with the
originally claimed invention or group of inventions to form
a single general inventive concept. Nor may they relate
to subject-matter not searched in accordance with
Rule 62a or Rule 63.
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Decision of the Administrative Council of 25 March 2009 amending
the Implementing Regulations to the European Patent Convention
(CA/D 3/09)

Notice from the European Patent Office dated 15 October 2009
concerning amendments to the Implementing Regulations to the
European Patent Convention (EPC)
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